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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 

application: 
Listing of Claims ; 

1 . (Currently Amended) An information processing system, comprising: 
a first computing device- fe configured to : 

receive from a second computing device ? and a first local-area network 
r e c e iving a first information packet, the second computing device receiving being configured to 
receive the first information packet from a global computer network, through a first router d e vice 
and a second local-area network that bypasses the first local-area network ; and 

outputting output a second information packet to the global computer network 
through a s e cond rout e r device , such that the second information packet bypasses the second 
computing device first rout e r device , 

2. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim claim 1 wherein the 
first computing device is for outputting configured to output the second information packet to the 
global computer network from through a local area the second local-area networ k and th e s e cond 
router device . 

3. -4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim claim 1 wherein the first 
computing device is for receivin g further configured to receive a third information packet from the 
global computer network through and th e first router device second local-area network . 

6. -7. (Canceled) 
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8. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim claim 1 wherein the first 
computing device i frcomprises a network interface card^ 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim claim 1 wherein the first 
infoimation packet originates from a client, and wherein the second computing device is coupled 
through t g.the first router device and the global computer network to the client. 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim claim 9 wherein the second 
information packet includes the first infomiation packet and a reference to a data structure of a 
connection with the client. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method performed by a first computing device of 
an information processing system, the method comprising: 

receiving from a second computing device and from a first local-area network s 
r e c e iving a first information packet, the second computing device receiving the first information 
packet from a global computer network^ through a first route r device and a second local-area 
network that bypasses the first local-area network : and 

outputtmg a second information packet to the global computer networ k through a 
s e cond rout e r d e vic e, such that the second information packet bypasses the first router d e vic e 
second computing device . 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim claim 1 1 wherein the method 

comprises: 

outputting the second information packet to the global computer network through 
from Q- the second local-area network and the second rout e r devic e. 

13. -14. (Canceled) 
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1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim claim 1 1 wherein th e method 
comprises further comprising : 

the first computing device receiving a third information packet from the global 
computer network through and the first rout e r d e vic e second local-area network . 

16. -17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim claim 11 wherein the first 
computing device is -comprises a network interface card^ 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim claim 11 wherein the first 
information packet originates fi"om a client, and wherein the second computing device is coupled 
through to the first router device and the global computer network to the client. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim claim 19 wherein the second 
information packet includes the first information packet and a reference to a data structure of a 
connection with the client. 

21. (New) The method of claim 11 wherein the first computing device outputs 
the second information packet to the global computer network from a second router. 

22. (New) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the first computing device outputs 
the second information packet to the global information network from the second local-area 
network and a second router. 

23. (New) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the first computing device outputs 
the second information packet to the global information network from the second local-area 
network and the first router. 
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24. (New) The method of claim 11 wherein the second computing device 
comprises an intelligent network interface card. 

25. (New) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the first computing device outputs 
the second information packet to the global computer network from a third local-area network. 

26. (New) The method of claim 11 wherein the first computing device 
outputs the second information packet directly to the global computer network. 

27. (New) The system of claim 1 wherein the first computing device is 
configured to output the second information packet to the global computer network from a 
second router. 

28. (New) The system of claim 1 wherein the first computing device is 
configured to output the second information packet to the global computer network from the 
second local-area network and a second router. 

29. (New) The system of claim 1 wherein the first computing device is 
configured to output the second information packet to the global computer network fi:*om the 
second local-area network and the first router. 

30. (New) The system of claim 1 wherein the second computing device 
comprises an intelligent network interface card. 

3 1 . (New) The system of claim 1 wherein the first computing device is fiirther 
configured to output the second information packet to the global computer network from a third 
local-area network. 
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32. (New) The system of claim 1 wherein the first computing device is 
further configured to output the second information packet directly to the global computer 
network. 

33. (New) A server farm, comprising: 
a first device; 

a second device; 

a first network coupled to the first device and to the second device; and 
a second network coupled to the first device and to the second device, wherein the 
first device is configured to receive an information packet from a global computer network and 
the first local area network and to forward the information packet to the second device from the 
second local area network and the second device is configured to bypass the first device when 
outputting a second information packet to the global computer network. 

34. (New) The server farm of claim 33 wherein the second computing device 
is configured to route the second information packet to the global computer network and the first 
local area network. 

35. (New) The server farm of claim 33 wherein the second computing device 
is configured to route the second information packet to the global computer network and a third 
local area network. 

36. (New) The server farm of claim 33 wherein the second information packet 
includes the first information packet and a reference to a data structure of a connection with a 
client, 

37. (New) A signal-bearing medium configured to: 

receive via a computing device and a first local-area network first information, the 
computing device being configured to receive the first information via a global computer 



6 



Application No. 09/872,376 

Reply to Office Action dated December 17, 2004 

network, a first router and a second local-area network that bypasses the first local-area network; 
and 

transmit second information to the global computer network by a signal path that 
bypasses the computing device. 

38. (New) The signal-bearing medium of claim 37 in which the signal- 
bearing medium is configured to receive the first information before transmitting the second 
information. 

39. (New) The signal-bearing medium of claim 37 in which the signal- 
bearing medium is a wire. 

40. (New) The signal-bearing medium of claim 37 in which the signal- 
bearing medium is a storage medium. 
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